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Abstract

The development of an academic promotion system is an important mechanism for
enhancing the potential of faculty members and improving the quality of higher education
institutions. Academic ranks serve as a key indicator reflecting the knowledge, expertise, and
scholarly achievements of university faculty. This article aims to: (1) examine the concepts
related to academic promotion, (2) analyze the process of applying for academic ranks, and
(3) propose guidelines for developing an effective academic promotion system. The study
employs a documentary research approach by analyzing academic documents, related
research studies, regulations and criteria issued by higher education authorities, as well as
concepts related to faculty professional development.

The findings indicate that: 1. The concept of academic positions is a key mechanism
for faculty career advancement and a tool for maintaining academic standards in higher
education institutions. In Thailand, academic positions comprise three levels: Assistant
Professor, Associate Professor, and Professor, requiring evaluation of teaching, research, and
other academic achievements. 2. The academic position application process includes key
steps such as teaching evaluation, application submission and document verification, peer
review, consideration by the Academic Position Review Committee, screening by the
Academic Council, and approval by the University Council. However, the application process
still faces limitations such as the complexity of the procedures and the lack of a research
support system. and the high workload of faculty members. 3. The approach to developing
the academic position application system has three important aspects: (1) developing the
quality of teaching and learning management and creating educational innovations, (2)
promoting the production of quality research and publication in academic journals, and (3)
developing the university's support system, such as providing research training, academic
mentoring systems, and allocating sufficient resources to support research. Developing such
a system will help increase the efficiency of the academic position application process and
encourage faculty members to continuously develop their academic potential, which will

lead to an improvement in the quality of higher education institutions in the long term.

Keywords: Academic position, Faculty development, Academic position application process,

Academic support system, Higher education institutions
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